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on foreign oil we are in terrible shape.
We are on thin ice, in terms of our na-
tional security.

In addition, the bill provides $50 bil-
lion in Federal loan guarantee author-
ity for low-carbon electricity, includ-
ing nuclear and advanced coal. It pro-
motes the electrification of the trans-
portation fleet to reduce dependence on
foreign oil, supports building the cru-
cial infrastructure necessary to create
a robust, reliable national grid, and
strengthens electricity transmission,
including giving FERC the power to
site transmission lines.

Americans today demand action and
they demand we come together in a bi-
partisan fashion to solve not only this
crisis in the gulf but our larger energy
crisis. For 10 years, I have been a mem-
ber of the Environment and Public
Works Committee and for 10 years I
have tried to coax Congress into har-
monizing our energy, our economy, and
our environment. Congress has refused
and now the chickens have come home
to roost and we are paying the price be-
cause we were not able to get together.

I believe the best message we can
send the world is that we get it. We
must demonstrate that we can safely
and responsibly produce oil off our
shores, while also promising ourselves
that we are going to use less by under-
taking a renewed effort to make the
United States of America the most oil-
independent nation in the world. I en-
vision an America 10 years from now
where we can have enough oil to take
care of our needs. I imagine an Amer-
ica that is the least reliant country in
the world on oil, an America where our
economy is not threatened by our reli-
ance on foreign energy sources. It will
be an America that has created hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs through re-
sponsible development of our Nation’s
resources and through the creation of
new industries in the field of alter-
native energy.

Wouldn’t it be great for our children
and grandchildren to one day celebrate
the time America put aside its dif-
ferences and came together to an-
nounce what I refer to as a second
“Declaration of Independence’—to find
more and use less? I believe, with this
attitude, we can rekindle the American
spirit of self-reliance, innovation, and
creativity to usher in a new era of
prosperity.

The first step is to pass the Oil Spill
Improvement Act to get people back to
work in the gulf and to give the De-
partment of Interior the tools it needs
to provide proper oversight of the oil
and gas industry. Second, Congress
needs to do its job—make the passing
of a comprehensive energy bill a pri-
ority and provide certainty as to how
our Nation will supply energy to its
economy in the future.

I reiterate and call upon my col-
leagues, the majority leader, the mi-
nority leader, for us next week to put
out the Republican proposal and the
Democratic proposal, and to have back-
to-back votes will do nothing but in-
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crease the cynicism that is out there
among the American people about
what we are doing in the Senate. Next
week, we should finish the small busi-
ness bill—get on with that. We ought
to get on with consideration of the
Kagan nomination by the President
and we should come together and say
let’s get serious, let’s work during the
August break to see if we cannot come
together on a compromise between the
two back-to-back bills so maybe when
we get back in September we can have
something we can all agree on and get
passed and reassure the American peo-
ple we are serious about dealing with
their problems and maybe even give
consideration—I know this would be
difficult—to look at what many of us
have suggested, to look at the bill that
JEFF BINGAMAN and the Senate Energy
and Natural Resources Committee put
together on a bipartisan basis.

Perhaps we could look at a bill Sen-
ator ROCKEFELLER and I have worked
on for over a year that deals with cap-
turing and sequestering carbon; to look
at a title that deals with nuclear en-
ergy that I worked with with Senator
LIEBERMAN and others—and get some-
thing done. It may not be satisfactory
to a lot of the environmental groups,
but at least we would move the ball
down the field this year so people know
we are serious about becoming less re-
liant on foreign sources of energy and
also that we are genuinely concerned
about reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

As I said, I have been around here,
this is the 12th year on Environment
and Public Works. For years, we want-
ed to do something about NOx, SOx,
and carbon, bring down the caps. The
environmental groups said: No, we
won’t agree with that, we have to in-
clude greenhouse gas emissions, so we
did nothing.

I will never forget the Secretary of
State, when she was a Senator from
New York, and she wanted a com-
promise on emissions because the Adi-
rondack Council and the folks from the
Smoky Mountains agreed if we did the
Ps, reduce SOx, NOx, and mercury, we
could move along, and then the envi-
ronmental groups came along and they
gave her the ‘Villain of the Month
Award.” Hillary Clinton gets the ‘“Vil-
lain of the Month Award’ because she
is trying to work on a compromise to
move us down the road.

We have some time left. I know it is
going to be difficult because we have
the backdrop of the election facing us.
I hope once that is over we have a ro-
bust lameduck session so we can deal
with some of the things that are on the
minds of the American people and,
hopefully, perhaps this Commission
that you and I wanted to see done on
the floor of the Senate, that the Presi-
dent finally had to do through Execu-
tive action, could come back here with
some positive suggestions on how we
can deal with our debt and these budg-
ets that are not going to be balanced as
far as the eye can see.

July 30, 2010
I yield the floor.

TRIBUTE TO ELIZABETH GORE,
CHIEF OF STAFF

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, for the
past 10 years I have had the privilege of
working with Elizabeth Gore, the chief
of staff of my U.S. Senate office.

Today, as Elizabeth leaves her job to
pursue other career opportunities, I
want to pay tribute to her extraor-
dinary work. Elizabeth Gore has made
important contributions not only to
the effective management of my Sen-
ate office, but also to the creation of
good public policy for our country.

Elizabeth joined my staff 10 years
ago following a career that included
work in both the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and for the White House.
She possesses that wide range of skills
that is always necessary for success.
She is smart, tough, honest, and has
demonstrated an uncanny sense of good
judgment.

I know the American people view the
U.S. Senate through the lives of those
of us who are elected to serve here.
But, frankly, every U.S. Senator will
admit that a substantial amount of the
credit for their accomplishments in the
Senate belong to some very talented
staff. That has been especially true of
Elizabeth in my office. She has di-
rected a complicated set of issues in an
office full of activity with great skill.

The term ‘‘regular hours’ would not
fit any job description in most Senate
offices. Long hours, family sacrifices,
and devotion to getting the job done
describes everything about the com-
mitment Elizabeth made to me, my
staff, and the people of North Dakota
over the past decade.

I know Elizabeth will now add an-
other chapter to what is already an il-
lustrious career and others will dis-
cover the joy of working with her.

I join all of my staff members in say-
ing thank you to Elizabeth Gore for
having spent the past decade working
in my office. All of us owe her a great
debt of gratitude.

——————

NATIONAL COUNCIL ON
INTERNATIONAL VISITORS

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I wish
to speak to a resolution honoring the
National Council for International
Visitors, NCIV, on the occasion of its
50th anniversary. The United States
has the responsibility of protecting its
citizens by ensuring peace, and I be-
lieve that citizen diplomacy as prac-
ticed by the NCIV is a crucial tool to
achieving that end.

With the goal of promoting ‘‘excel-
lence in civilian diplomacy,” the NCIV
promotes the idea that individual citi-
zens have the right and responsibility
to promote peaceful and cooperative
foreign relations. NCIV champions the
belief that ‘‘citizen diplomacy has the
power to shape American perceptions
of foreign cultures and international
perceptions of the United States, effec-
tively shattering stereotypes, illu-
minating differences, underscoring



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-11T12:17:09-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




